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SUB J : PERUVIAN ELECTION POLLS 
REF: A) LIMA 5233, B) LIMA 4156 

1 . SUMMARY. ONLY A FEW POLLS OF UNCERTAIN VALIDITY HAVE BEEN 
CONDUCTED IN THE LIMA AREA AND FIVE OTHER DEPARTMENTS. POLLS 
DO SHOW APRA AND PPC AS THE TWO MAIOR PARTIES BUT AS MANY AS 
FORTY PERCENT OF THE ELECTORATE MAY STILL BE UNDECIDED. THE 
IMPACT OF THE EVENTS OF MAY HAVE NOT BEEN MEASURED. 

INVALID OR BLANK VOTES MAY REACH TWENTY PERCENT. JUNE 18 
ELECTION OUTCOME MAY BE DETERMINED BY THE UNDECIDED BLOC. 

END SUMMARY 

2. THE HANDFUL OF POLITICAL POLLS CARRIED OUT IN PERU SINCE 
JANUARY ADD ONLY LIMITED INSIGHT INTO THE PROBABLE RESULT OF THE 
JUNE 18 ELECTIONS. NO ESTABLISHED AND TESTED POLL EXISTS ON A 
NATIONAL LEVEL. THE INDEPENDENT BIWEEKLY MAGAZINE CARETAS 
COMMISSIONED AN AGENCY CALLED PERUANA DE OPINION PUBLICA (POP) 
AND THE GOVERNMENT CONTROLLED DAILY EL COMMERCIO USED THE 
SERVICES OF A PRIVATE MARKETING SURVEY GROUP, THE COMPANIA 
PERUANA DE INVESTIGACIONES DE MERCADOS (CPI), TO CONDUCT THEIR 
POLLS. DISCREPANCIES BETWEEN THESE TWO SURVEYS HAVE BEEN 
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QUITE MARKED, ESPECIALLY EARLIER IN THE CAMPAIGN, INDICATING 
THAT POLLING TECHNIQUES PROBABLY VARY. IN A LIMA/CALLAO 
SAMPLING BY CARETAS IN FEBRUARY FOR INSTANCE, 15 PERCENT 
INCLINED TOWARD APRA, 8 FOR BELAUDE'S ACCION POPULAR (AP). 

AND 6 TOWARD BEDOYA REYES’ PARTIDO POPULAR CHRISTIANO (PPC), 
ALTHOUGH BEDOYA HIMSELF GARNERED 23 0/0 SUPPORT AS A PRESIDENTIAL 
CANDIDATE. THE CARETAS POLL SHOWED SIXTY ONE PERCENT UNDECIDED. 
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THE COMMERCIO POLL MADE APPROXIMATELY AT THE SAME TIME GAVE AP 19 
PER CENT, APRA 10.5 AND PPC 8 WHILE THE UNDECIDED VOTE WAS 25.5 
PERCENT. 

AS ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF THESE DISCREPANCIES, A MID-MARCH CARETAS 
POLL IN THE CITY OF AREQUIPA GAVE 19 PERCENT TO APRA, 12 PERCENT 
TO AP AND 14 TO PPC WITH THE COMMUNIST PARTY REGISTERING 5 PER- 
CENT AND 41 0/0 UNDECIDED. THE COMMERCIO POLL OF THE DEPART- 
MENT OF AREQUIPA ABOUT ONE MONTH AFTER CARETAS' SAMPLING GAVE 
APRA 12.3. PPC 12.0 AND THE SIX LEFTIST PARTIES A 32.8 PERCENT 
TOTAL WHILE SHOWING 10.3 PERCENT INTENDING TO VOTE BLANK, 6 
PERCENT AS NOT GOING TO POLLS, AND ONLY 15.0 AS UNDECIDED. 

3. AS CARETAS DID NOT REAPPEAR BEFORE ELECTIONS (PARA 3 REFTEL), 

IT WAS UNABLE TO PUBLISH ITS LATEST FINDINGS BASED ON A POLL IN 
THE LIMA/CALLAO AREA COMPLETED MAY 14 AND REVISED AFTER THE 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE AUSTERITY MEASURES AND THE ENSUING PROTESTS 
IN LATE MAY. CARETAS DIRECTOR TOLD EMBASSY OFFICERS THAT 

THIS SAMPLING SHOWED APRA AND PPC WITH ABOUT 23 PERCENT 
EACH, APRA HAVING MOVED UP ON THE PPC. VOTERS EXPRESSING AN 
INTENTION TO VOTE BLANK FOR ONE REASON OR ANOTHER TOTALED ALMOST 
20 0/0 AND THE TOTAL FOR ALL SIX LEFTIST PARTIES WAS 10 0/0. 

4. THE COMMERCIO POLL FOR THE LIMA/CALLAO AREA (39 0/0 OF THE 
COUNTRY'S ELIGIBLE VOTERS) PUBLISHED JUNE 1 1 BUT CONDUCTED MAY 
18-21, THE LAST POLL AVAILABLE, SHOWED 36.2 PERCENT OF THE VOTERS 
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HAD DECIDED ON A PARTY, 27 PERCENT WERE "IN DOUBT" ABOUT THEIR 
SELECTION, 12.1 SAID THEY WOULD VOTE BLANK, 21 DID NOT KNOW, 2.8 
DID NOT ANSWER AND 0/9 GAVE "OTHER REPLIES ", IN TOTAL, THEREFORE, 

63.8 PERCENT OF THOSE POLLED EXPRESSED NO MARKED PARTY PREFERENCE. 

COMMERCIO POLL BREAKDOWN - LIMA/CALLAO 

PPC 17.9 

APRA 14.8 

LEFT (FOCEP, PDC, PSR, UDP, PCP AND ARS) 13.9 (TOTAL) 

RIGHT AND CENTER (UNO, MDP, FNTC, PDRP) 4.6 (TOTAL) 

51.2 

NO PREFERENCE EXPRESSED, I.E., "BLANK", "DON'T KNOW", 

"NO ANSWER" 48.8 

THERE WAS NO RPT NO EXPLANATION FOR THE DISCREPANCY BETWEEN 51.2 
PERCENT EXPRESSING A PARTY PREFERENCE WHILE ONLY 36.2 PERCENT HAD 
TOLL POLLSTERS THAT THEY HAD "DECIDED" ON THEIR VOTE. 

5. A POLL OF THE LIMA/CALLAO AREA COMMISSIONED BY APRA AND 
COMPLETED MAY 7 GAVE FOLLOWING RESULTS: 
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APRA 22 

PPC 21 

ACCION POPULAR (NOT IN RACE) 10 
UNDECIDED OR NOT RESPONDING 30 

REMAINING 10 PARTIES 17 

APRA CALCULATES THAT THEY WILL GAIN 6 PERCENT FROM THE AP 
VOTE AND ADD 10 PERCENT OF THE UNDECIDED VOTE FOR A 30 0/0 TOTAL. 
TRADITIONALLY APRA DOES BETTER IN THE NORTH THAN IN LIMA AND 
OPTIMISTIC APRISTAS ARE LOOKING FOR MORE THAN A 40 PERCENT VOTE 
IN THEIR FAVOR. HOWEVER. OTHER APRISTAS HAVE SUGGESTED THAT 35 
PERCENT WOULD BE AN EXCELLENT SHOWING. MANY OBSERVERS ARE 
ALSO COMMENTING THAT THE LEFTIST PARTIES MAY WIN INCREASED 
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SUPPORT IN THE WAKE OF THE MAY DISTURBANCES AND DEPORTATIONS BUT 
THIS HAS YET TO BE PROVEN. 

5. TWO SPECIAL PROBLEMS EXIST REGARDING THE ESTIMATED 5.4 
MILLION VOTERS WHICH SOME BELIEVE COULD REDUCE THE NATIONAL VOTE 
BY 20 0/0 OR MORE: FIRST, THE LIKELIHOOD OF A SIGNIFICANT 
PERCENTAGE OF VOTERS INVALIDATING THEIR BALLOT THROUGH CARELESS- 
NESS OR CONFUSION ABOUT THE RELATIVELY COMPLICATED VOTE SYSTEM; 
AND, SECOND, THE POSSIBILITY OF VOTERS ELECTING TO VOTE BLANK OR 
INVALIDATE THEIR BALLOT. POLITICIANS HAVE EXPRESSED THEIR FEARS 
THAT GIVEN TWELVE PARTIES IDENTIFIED BY LETTERS OF HE ALPHABET 
AND THE PREFERRED CANDIDATE WITHIN EACH LIST DESIGNATED BY A 
NUMBER (1 THROUGH 100), THE POSSIBILITIES OF CONFUSION ARE QUITE 
HIGH, AND NOTE THAT FOR ALMOST HALF THE ELECTORATE THE 

JUNE 18 ELECTIONS WILL BE THEIR FIRST EXPERIENCE IN 
SUFFERAGE. ALTHOUGH INDICATED IN THE POLLS, IT IS LESS 
CERTAIN THAT TEN TO TWENTY PERCENT OF THE ELECTORATE 
WILL DELIBERATELY VOTE BLANK. SOME ACCION POPULAR (AP) 

LEADERS RECOMMENDED THIS COURSE OF ACTION BUT THE PARTY 
FINALLY RECOMMENDED THAT AP SUPPORTERS "VOTE THEIR 
CONSCIENCE". (LIMA 4156) NO OTHER PARTY OR GROUP HAS 
RECOMMENDED A BLANK BALLOT; THE ULTRA LEFT FOCEP SPOKES- 
MAN IN A TV PRESENTATION JUNE 14 SPECIFICALLY ADVISED 
FOCEP SUPPORTERS AGAINST A BLANK "PROTEST" VOTE. 

6. CONCLUSION. APRA AND PPC WOULD SEEM TO COME OUT AS 
THE DOMINANT PARTIES AND IN THE CRITICAL LIMA/CALLAO 
AREA AS RUNNING A CLOSE RACE, (E.G., COMMERCIO'S JUNE 
LIMA POLL GIVES PPC 17.9 TO APRA'S 14.8; CARETAS AND 
APRA’S POLLS BOTH SHOW PPC AND APRA AT ABOUT 22 TO 23 
PERCENT IN THE CAPITAL BUT POLITICAL OBSERVERS GIVE 
APRA A STRONGER SHOWING OVER PPC IN MUCH OF THE 
COUNTRYSIDE.). THE DATA BASE IN ALL THESE POLLS HAS 
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TO BE SUSPECT. IN ANY CASE, WE WOULD GUESS THAT THE 
UNDECIDED ARE STILL NUMEROUS AND THAT HOW THEY DIVIDE 
UP WILL DETERMINE THE OUTCOME. 

DECON 12-178. SHLAUDEMAN 
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